
64 Strangers' Gallery. [CUCL)uplBi.

ttgistatibe QtaciL,
Wednesday, 3rd August, 1.904.

Bills Public Health. fist rending.... ....... 4
supply, all stages_................64

Chatrrman of Committes, election ......... 64
STnweZ Gallery. Standing Order Arsenidinea 54
Addrea=mZeply, third day of debate......15

Tlzi PRESIDENT took the Chair at

4-30 O'clock, P.M.

PRAiTEs.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECUtSTARY: Report

on Eottnest Native Prison for the year
1903.

PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.

Introduced by the C0OLONIAL Sxcnx-
TAnr, and read a first time.

STRANGERS' GALLERY.
Hors. M. L, MOSS (West) moved:
That Standing Order 84 be amended by

striking out the words "and each member
may issue one ticket of adiion to without
the Bar of the House," and inserting in lieu
thereof "1and every member may admit three
strangers to the Gallery each day by written
orders and two ladies to the Ladies' Gallery."
The alteration proposed would place
Standing Order 34 on precisely the same
footing as that in the Legislative Assem-
bly, sand no doubt the Standing Order
appeared in its present terms giving
permission to a member to issie only
one ticket of admission without the Bar
of the House at each sitting, owing to the
fact of the insufficient amount of accom-
modation in the Chamber previously
used. There was now no reason why
the same privilege should not be accorded
to the members of this Chamber as was
enjoyed by members of another place.
He understood from the President that
his Honour had the opinion of the
Architect on the question, and there was
ample accommodation to enable members
to have accorded to them the privilege
now proposed.

THE PRESIDENT: The mover had
communicated with him, and the Clerk
in charge stated there was ample room
for 200 persons in the Gallery, and at
close quarters for another 50. He (the
President) thought that, if the motion

was carried, the best plan would be to
reserve the aide galleries for idlies and
the end for the men.

HeN. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
Last session or the session before an
alteration of a Standing Order was
agreed to. At that time he raised
a protest against a rpsh alteration of
Standing Orders, and the proper course
to pursue seemed to be to refer any
alteration proposed to the Standing
Orders Committee. We had such com-
m~ittee, and he had the honour of
serving on it for very many years; yet
except one subject, which was referred to
it and dealt with the privileges of this
Chamber, no question had been sent
before that committee. The committee
was not a myth, because it existed, but it
seemed to have no place in the working
constitution of the House. It was hardly
fair to appoint the committee and then
to declare that the work which would
properly come before it was not to be
submitted to it. It was for the com-
mittee to say whether the proposed
Standing Order would, if carried into
execution, entail any difficulty or any
alteration of any other Standing Order,
and generally to advise on the alteration
to be adopted. His friend might move
that the matter be referred to the Standing
Orders Committee and the question be
reported on.

SIR E. H. WITTENOOM ' HOW long
would that take ?

How. J. W. HACKETT:- A day. He
moved that the motion be referred to the
Standing Orders Committee, with instruc-.
tion to report upon it at the -very earliest
date.

Hors. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan)
seconded the amedment.

Amendment passed without dissent.

SUPPLY BILL.
Received from the Legislative As-

sembly, and read at first time.
On motion by the CoLon~UL SEiRn-

TART Standin Orders suspended to
enable the Ill to be passed through
all stages at one sitting.

On motion by the COLONIAL SHORE-
TART, Bill read a second time.

CHEAIRMNAN OF COMMITTEES, ELECTION.

THx COLONIAL SECRBTARXY
(Hon. W. Kingsmill): In view of thc

[COUNCIL.] supply Bill.
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unsettled political conditions existing, it
will be understood that the Government
do not desire that a Chairman of Coin-
mittees shall he elected at the present
juncture. I would, therefore, ask you,
Sir, for the purpose of this Bill only, to
take the Chair. I propose to adopt a
different course when we come to the
consideration of Sills on the Notice
Paper. The motion I at present make is
" That the President do now leave the
Chair."

How. It. L. MOSS (West) : I am
going to move an amendment. I see no
reason why this Chamber should be
regulated by any of the rules of procedure
which the Ministry may care to adopt in
another place, because this House has no
party whatever; and undesirous as I am
of opposing my friend, I see no reason
why the ordinary Chairman of Com-
mittees, who has performed the duties in
this House for the last two or three years,
should not take his place. I move as an
amendment "That the Hon. H. Briggs
take the Chair."

HoN. J. W. WRIGHT: I second that.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

would point out, Sir, that this is scarcely
an amendment. I moved: "That you do
now leave the Chair." It is open for any
member to move afterwards that any
member should take the Chair.

HoN. Mt. L. MOSS: My amendment,
Sir, is: "That you do now leave the Chair
for the purpose of dealing with this Bill
in Committee, and that the Hon. H.
Briggs do take the Chair."

Box. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
It will hardly be possible to leave the
question until the President is out of the
Chair. The usual course is to move, as a
preliminary to the President leaving the
Chair, that a Chairman of Committees
should be appointed. For my part it
see to me largely a question at the
discretion of the Minister, who has, no
doubt, reasons for what he does. I do
not think we should take the control of
the House out of the hands of the Min-
ister. In matters of this kind we always
follow the Minister.

THE COLONIAL SECREnTAY: I do not
wish to press it.

How. J. W. HACKETT: I shall leave
the matter in the expectation that it will
be, at any rate, dealt with at the next
sitting of the House.

Tas COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
should like to explain. The reason for
delay is this. Hon. members may have
noticed that for the last three months the
Government have been aking as few
political appointments as possible.

How. rt F. SHOLL: This is not a
political appointment.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Then
the Government have been nominating as
few persons as possible. In carrying out
that policy of the Government, whose
fate is in the balance now, I make this
suggestion to the House. That is the
explanation I have to offer.

Hox. R. F. SHOLL: Why should not a
private member nominate the Chairman?

TEE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have no objection.

Motion and amendment by leave with-
drawn.

foN. Mt. L. MOSS; I amn a private
member. I move " That the Hon. H.
Briggs be appointed Chairman of Corn.
mittees."

Question put and passed.
BILL IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted; read a third time and
passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.

Walter Kingamill) : In the circumstances
that exist at present, for as hon. members
are aware there is an amendment to the
Address-in-reply in another place, which
is generally accepted as a motion of no-
Confidence in the Government, the point
arises as to whether we should proceed
with the debate on the Address-in-reply
in this Chamber. No doubt it will be
fully pointed out that this Chamber is no
party Chamber, and is not in any wise
bound by the proceedings of another
place.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: We know
nothing about the proceedings in another
place.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Quite so; but I think I may give some
information to the House.

fON. J. W. HACKETT: On a point Of
order, I do not think the hon. member
can give us the information.

Chairman of Oommilteee, [3 Auc.usT, 1904.]
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THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
should like the President's ruling as to
the constitutional procedure. I notice
that in other parts of Australia, when a
motion of want of confidence is moved, the
business of the Upper Chamber ceases
immediately. So far as I am concerned,
it does not seem to be a matter of great
importance whether at this juncture we
should continue the debate on the Ad -
dress-in-reply or leave it to. a future
occasion; but I should like to be guided
by the wishes and convenience of mem-
bers. I should be greatly pleased if this
Chamber would find some way of ex-
pressing its wishes on this question.

THE PRESIDENT: There is no
Standing Order dealing with the matter.
It is a matter for the House to decide.

HON. J. W. HACKETT (South West):
I am aware that there is a place called
the Legislative Assembly, but from what
I have read in those useful channels of
information, the public Press, I am not
aware that there is a motion of want of
confidence in the air at all. All. I uuder-
stand, that has been proposed is that
certain words should be left out of the
Address-in-reply.

SIR E. H. WITTENoom: This is a
motion of want of confidence.

THE COLONIAL SE9CRETARY: It has
been accepted as a motion of want of con-
fidence.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: I know
nothing of that whatever. Aniother place
has been asked to express its confidence
in the Government, and it has been
moved, I understand, for I still speak
from hearsay, that those words be struck
out. I also understand that those who
are responsible for that motion disclaim
any idea of calling it a motion of want of
confidence.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: They are
not the arbiters.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: So far as
I know there is no motion of want of con-
fidence.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: It has
been accepted by the Government as a
motion of want of confidence.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT!: Members
who are moving that proposition entirely
disclaim any idea of dealing with it as
want of confidence.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: They have
no Wacs standi.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Well, the
lion. member's colleagues may shortly
have no locuts atandi either. This is a
matter wholly for this House. This is
not a want of confidence matter. The
Address-in -reply must be disposed of.
We shall have to agree to it or not agree
to it, but because it is non-committal we
shall have to agree to it. I do not see
why we should not continue the debate.
Somne interesting developments may
appear at another stage.

SIR E. H. WITTENOOM (North):
It seems like discussing a dying lion.
What is taking place in another place
will end in a vote of confidence or not,
a vote as to whether the Government
continue in office or not. It is not worth
while discussing it, but the point arises
as to whether it is worth while discussing
the remarks of a practically moribund
Government. Whatever we say, whether
we discuss what they have done in the
past or their proposals for the future,
will not matter in the slightest. I am
quite willing to go on with the debate if
members are of that opinion, but it will
be far better to wait and see 'what comes
to pass between the conflicting parties.
We should wait to hear what those who
are coming into power have to say, and
then we shall be pleased to discuss the
Address.

HoN. J. W. HACETT: We must adopt
the Address-in-reply.

HON. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):
The Colonial Secretary should have taken
his objection earlier in the session. Tt
will be a matter of discourtesy to the
members who moved ad seconded the
Address, aud it will be an act of dis-
courtesy to his Excellency the Governor,
if we fail to carry the Address-in-reply,
which is non-committal and only a
declaration of loyalty to the Governor
and of thanks for his Excellency's Speech.
I see no reason why the debate cannot be
continued and the Address adopted.

HoN. 1f. L. MOSS (West Province):
The adoption of the Address-in-reply is
always; so far as this Chamber is con-
cerned, a matter of form; but on the
present occasion I quite agree with Sir
E. H. Wittenoom, that very little good
can be derived from discussing the
present Speech of his Excellency the
Governor. We know perfectly well that
a debate is proceeding in another place ;



Address-in-reply; [3 Auars'r, 1904.] Third day. 67

and instead of this Speech being a retro-
spection of the actions of the present
Government, we may have a. new
Government outlining an absolutely new
policy. Whatever this Chamber does
it will be a matter of no importance;
but if omission to pass the motion before
the House in any way should be regarded
as want of respect to the Governor or
to hon. members who have moved and
seconded the motion, it would be well for
the House to go through the empty form
of carrying the motion before the House.
I join with both the mover and seconder
in being prepared to adopt that portion
of the Address that offers congratulations
generally to members upon being domi-
diled in this building. I have no excuses
whatever to offer, as an old member of
Parliament, for the public money used in
the building of these premises. In fact
I should cheerfully give my vote for
farther expenditure to complete this pile.
I believe it is in every way desirable that
the Parliament of the country should be
housed in buildings worthy of such an
important institution, anud that the de-
liberations of Parliament, carried on in
suitable premises, cannot have other than
an elevating effect on members, and par-
ticularly on some gentlemen who enter
Parliament in the present day with
socialistic ideas. Buildings such as
these will very likely have a toning effect
upon them; and I believe that these
buildings, when completed, will be, from
an architectural point of view, an orna-
ment to the State. No matter what
Government may be in power when a
proposal comes down for voting thes neces-
sary money to complete these buildings,
I say unhesitatingly I shall cheerfully
give my vote in its support. I desire to
express my unabated confidence in the
present Government; and I believe that
in the record contained in the Governor's
Speech-the ret rospective list of works
carried out by the Government-there
are statistics for members' consideration
which clearly indicate, looking back over
the two or three years for which the
present Administration have held office,
that they have done well for the country ;
and if they go out of office within the
next few days, they may fearlessly look
back upon the record they, leave behind
them as one of which they may in future
be justly proud, feeling that the country

is and will be largely indebted to them
for services rendered. Although it would
be invidious to single out any particular
Minister, still, looking at the Ministry
with a view to their works and their
administration, I will say regarding the
Premier that while he has occupied office
he has been a, most honourable a
straightforward administrator; that he
has undoubtedly made large personal
sacrifices in performing the duties which
have devolved upon him; and that the
country is deeply indebted to him for
services rendered. We ought not to
forget the state of the political atmos-
phere whon Mr. James took up the reins
of office. We were then confronted with
political chaos. The late Mr. [take
had held office for a few months ;
then came another Administration, which
was unable to hold office for more
than a few days; and at that time we
were in almost as great a difficulty as we
are in to-day. No party had a majority
in Parliament; but owing to the energy
and hard work of the present Premier,
the last Parliament ended its days leaving
the Premier with a considerable majority
of members of both Houses, or a large
majority at ay rate, appreciating the
work he had done for the country. And
so with regard to those gentlemen who
have been co-operating with him; I
think the countr 'y has every reason to be
satisfied with the work done by the Gov-
ernment. I have only one ground of
complaint, namely that yesterday, in
listening to a speech delivered in a place
which I must not specify lest I should
commait a breach of Parliamentary rule,
I heard that the Labour party in this
country had used the Premier -the
language was almost as plain as that-
that the Premier had been used for the
purpose of getting certain legislation on
the statute book, while now that he was
of no farther use, and that another place
had returned asufficient number of mem-
bers to enable the party to go on their
way as they thought wise and to carry on
the Government of this country, they
were prepared to drop the Premier ; that
having made use of him, they had no
farther desire to see him in his present
position. Well, possibly both the Premier
and his Government have gone a little too
far in assisting the Labour party to attain
the power they at present possess. Last
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session I came back from England to
find a Constitution Bill, a Redistribution
Bill, and an Electoral Bill well advanced;
and in the position which I then occupied
in the House, in view of the loyalty due
by me to those with whom I was associ-
ated, it was incumbent on me, if I could
not give my open support to those
measures, at any rate not to do anything
to oppose them. But I am now in a,
different position. I say it is bad for the
country that the Electoral Bill was allowed
to pass into law, containing provisions
which have enabled Labour to obtain
the power it now holds in the country.
The retrospect in the Speech makes refer-
ence to the Fremantle Hlarbour. I think
this is a work for which the present Govern-
ment are not entitled to all the credit;
but cUftainly they are entitled to the credit
of having established an independent
board which has done so much to put
that work on a good footing as regards
its administration. It must be gratify-
ing indeed to the Government, and highly
gratifying to Sir John Forrest and to
those associated with him in the initia-
tion of that work, to find that af ter
spending a sum approximating one and
a half millions, that work to-day is doing
what is required of it, and is practically
paying interest and sinking fund on the
outlay. However, even at the present
time it cannot be maintained that enough
has been done in connection with that
great work at Fremnantle; and Parlia-
mnent should not rest until an up-to-date
dock, whether a floating dock or a
permanent dock, has been constructed.
I may say in passing that I strongly
favour the construction of a permnanent
dock; but Parliament should not resit
until that work is completed and the
harbour made second to none in Aus-
tralia. The retrospect in the Speech
makes some observations with reference
to the growth of our population. I notice
in the ordinary monthly abstract that the
population on the 30th of June was232,162; but I think every memlber
will admnit that such a population is a
more handful in view of -the great area,
of territory this country is called on to
administer.

HOW. G. RALNDELL: It is 238,000.
How. Mt. L. MOSS:- Well, it is under

240,000-a mere handful of people; and
we have not by a -very long chalk over-

taken the carrying capacity of this
country. We are told that efforts have
been wade to attract population; but it
is perfectly idle to suppose that this can
be done without considerable expenditure,
liberal advertising, and much effort in the
old country. It is perfectly impossible,
with the means now at the disposal of
the Agent General, for this State to hope
for a moment to get any acquisition of
population from the old country unless
drastic alterations be made in the
methods adopted. The population we
are now obtaining is largely the over-
flow population from the Eastern
States, and it is just as eay whi-n
the wheel turns in the other direc-
tion for that population to go back
to Eastern A ustrai as for it to come
West. While it is iii some respects
satisfactory that we are attracting popu-
lation fromi the other States, to my mind
it would be far more satisfactory could we
induce settlers of the right kind to come
from Great Britain. Seeing the advan-
tages which the Dominion of Canada
offers, bearing in mind that tho journey
from Great Britain to Canada is made in
eight or nine days at a cost as low as £2
or £3 per head, the wages which even a
workman may get when he arrives in
Canada, and the facilities which capitalists
large or small may have for the invest-
ment of their money in Canada, we must
offer greater inducements than Canada
offers if we are to attract population from
Great Britain. To reach these, shores
from England involves a journey of six
or seven weeks; £17 or £,20 is, I think,
the smallest sum for which a passage can
be secured: and considerable assistance
will have to be offered by this State if we
are to induce British settlers to coins to
Western Australia. I am satisfied that
this cou ntry offers greater advantages than
are offered by Canada, and that we should
attract population if the facts were only
known to the proper people in Britain.
Here people who Are anxious to follow
agricuiltural pursuits have a market at
their very doors second to none on the
face of the globe. The moment the settler
enters Canada, even if he be a, capitalist,
he is obliged to look outside Canada for
a market; yet in this country he has a
market on the goldfields where he can get,
for everything he produces, prices far in
excess of those ruling in any other country.

[COUNCIL.] Th ird day.
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I think the member who moved the
Address-in-reply (Mr. McKelizie) said
that the increase of population was satis-
factory to his mind, and that he did Dot
desire to see that increase continue to aany
great extent. But I am quite certain
this country is capable of absorbing a
considerable accession to its population,
and of findin'g ample work for them; and
as to the capitalist, he may embark his
money here in whatever enterprise lie
may choose, and I am sure he will get an
excellent return.

HoN. R. DA McKENziE: I objected to
pauper immigrants.

How. M. L. MOSS: The Fremnantle
Harbour Trust Commissioners, on page
11 of their latest report, say it is surpris-
ing even now to find the large quantity
of agricultural and dairy produce this
country is obliged to import for the pur-
pose of feeding its population; and while
it is eminently satisfactory to know that
the wheat yield has gone up from
770,000 bushels in one year to 1,855,000
in the following year, still, at the same
time, there is great room for a, large
number of agriculturists to go on the
soil in this country and proauce hin-
dreds and thouands of tons of the
different kinds of produce set forth
in that report, thus finding abun-
dance of work for people who engage
in agricultural pursuits only. With
regard to our mining industry, it is
quite possible that if encouragement isgiven to the capitalists of this counitry to
farther prospect the auriferous areas,
they will find a considerable amount of
employment for an abundance of popula-
tion which may be attracted to these
shores. When we come to mention the
mining industry, it is a matter for great
regret that some scandals have been per-petrated. A Commission is now sitting
at the present time whose duty it will be
to make recommendations to* his Excel-
lency the Governor as to the best way to
prevent in the future some of these
scandals, but perhaps it is not out of
place for members in Parliament to give
expression to their opinions as to what
has been going on. I have no hesitation
in saying that the rigging of the market
ju connection with the Boulder Deep
Levels is a perfect scandal and a great
disgrace to those connected with it. If
there is anything in the rumours, and I

believe there is a good deal in them,
this jobbery has been organised in London
by a person who made a considerable
amount of money out of it, with the result
unfortunately that the lambs who have
been bled in this instance are pepl
living in this country, and I suppose tis
must directly or indirectly have acted
detrimentally to every business man in
Western Australia. I notice in one of
the London papers, a paper of import-
ance, that the latest development in con-
nection with this Boulder Perseverance
has been referred to in terms of this
character:-

The latest news concerning Boulder Per.
severance is calculated to remove any
remaining faith there may be in the Westra
lian market. It is not so much that the ore
reserves in the mine have been grossly over-
stated, or that their value has been ficitiously
enhanced, but the scandal is that the real
facts have been known to a certain few for a
considerable time past, and that these few
have traded upon their knowledge, and reaped

larg profits by share speculations. While
suhthings are possible, it is not surprising

that the whole Westralian market should be
under a cloud. Fortunately for the public,
the disclosures in the last year or two have
resulted in sweeping reforms, and there now
remain few properties of any importance
which are not under the supervision of mining
engineers who have their reputation to study
before financial gain.

This is another instance:
The case of the Peak Bill Goldfield Limited

-another Westralian company-iai not quite
on a par with the Perseverance, but it is bad
diendsgh yhrhler, ecivd it3now00ran-
diendsh. Sheareholer ecivd £t30,000rn
pires that the money to pay same was derived,

Iin part, from a mortgage effected on the
property. To clear off this charge, and pro-
vide for development expenses, depreciation of
machinery, etc., which, under the exceptional
circumstances of this property, should have
been met out of funds in hand, the directors
now propose to raise £50,000 by an issue of
debentures. Shareholders may well complain
that they have been living in a fool's paradise
through the ignorance or mismanagement of
their directors-
I have no hesitation in saying, and I am
sure every member will agree with me,
that the Boulder Deep Levels scandal,
this matter in connection with the Perse-
verance, and this Peak Hill business-I
suppose we could multiply instances. if
we sought for them-are a great disgrace
to this industry, and calculated to do a
lot of harm to the State. I think Parlia-
ment may well consider whether some-

Address-in-reply. Third day.
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thing cannot be done in Western Aus-
tralia to prevent this. [Hon. W. OATS:
Hear, hear.] It is fortunate, I think,
for the good name of this country that
this villany is not the result of operations
in Western Australia. We know per-
fectly well that far more is known of the
working of these mines in London than
we can possibly hope To) know ini this
country, and I believe that the law which
permits directors of these companies to
reside outside of this State is responsible
to a large extent for what is going on. I
believe that the Miming Act could be
amended in two particulars. Firstly, the
country should iusist that these directors
should be local residents, and, secondly,
the countryv should insist that inspectors
of mines should have free access to al]
these properties, that the properties
should be periodically examined, and the
public in this country should know, not
second-hand but as soon as the inform-
ation is available, exactly the position of
these various properties. It seems that
whenever any swindle is perpetrated this
country gets all the blame. An English
newspaper makes all these charges upon
Western Australia, but always forgets to
accompany the statement that the swindle
perpetrated is perpetrated outside the
boundaries of this country. I think that
if legislation can do something for the
purpose of preventing a recurrence of
these scandals, it is the duty of Parlia-
ment to take the matter into consider-
ation and bring these reforms about. By
far the most important matter contained
in this Speech, in my opinion, is that
part of it which states that " the
franchise of the electors of the Legis-
lative Council should be broadened and
the Council brought more closely into
touch with the householders throughout
the State." I have never hesitated out-
side this House to express my opinion very
emphatically upon that question. During
these recent, political contests I took no
back eat. I made no secret in saying
outside Parliamenit as I do inside Parlia-
mnent that I am absolutely opposed to
tinkering with that part of the Constitu-
tion. ( went into the fight at Fremantle
supporting every candidate who was put
up against members of the political
Labour party. I did it because in my
opinion the advent of that party to power
means a very serious thing to the pro-

gress of this country. Outside Parlia-
meaut I have put the question repeatedly
to crowded audiences whether this Chamn.
her has in any way proved itself to be a
barrier against what we call reform. I
have been a member of this House and I
have been a member of another place, and
I know of no reform which the people of
the country have called out for which
this House has not discussed upon its
merits. Broadening the franchise means
the abolition of this Chamber. Those
who attacked the Legislative Council
were never able to do more than indulge
in generalities on this question. Reform
has been brought about in this country in
the space of eight or ten years which in
other parts of Australia took 60 years to
accomplish. Before I came into the
House this afternoon I made at list of a
dozen measures on the statute book
which without the vote of this Chamber
would not have been there, Did this
House try to bar the passing of a
Conciliation and Arbitration Act to settle
industrial disputes? Did it oppose the
Workers' Compensation Act, a Truck
Act, a Workers' Wages Lien Act, and a
larger measure of electoral reform, all
compassed in the period oif responsible
government to the present day, and
brought about in perhaps four or five
times the period in other parts of Aus-
tralia? Did it oppose a measure for prto-
viding for payment of members, the
institution of triennial Parliaments in
this country, an Early Closing Act, an
Act which legalised the establishment of
trades unions, and a measure providing
a Factory Act for the country? And
we could go on and indefinitely multiply
these measures, if we sought to do it.
There is ample justification for us to ask
the question whether this branch of the
Legislature has in any wvay been a barrier
against reform in the country. The
present franchise is a liberal franchise.
If the franchise in Western Australia
were based on anything like it has be~en
in Victoria for half a century, there
might be some justification for the people
calling out. But what is it? Any
person absolutely above a tranip cani
obtain at vote for this Chamber; a person
paying rates to the annual value of £25
a year, or the possessor of £100 worth of
freehold property, is entitled to a vote;
and the cry to bring the franchise down
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to a household suffrage is mere election-
eering claptrap. We have bad it stated
before in this Chamber, and we can read
of it if we go to many writers on
Parliamentary government, that if a
party wants a cheap cry to puf~hefore the
electors the cry of electoral reform is a
very simple one. It isa high-sounding re-
form, but if welook at the thinghionourably
from the point of view of this country,
if we are to have a second Chamber which
is to be anything better than a duplicate
of the other House, it is inexpedient in
the extreme in my opinion to think of
reducing this franchise. At the present
juncture the Legislative Council is
absolutely a safety valve to this country.
We can only use the experience we
possess for the purpose of coming to a
conclusion as to what would become of
this country -under a single Chamber
system of government 'with a universal
suffrage such as we possess. We know
perfectly well, when we look at the Federal
Parliament, that the Lower House there
has returned three parties:- a Govern-
ment party is returned; an Opposition
party, and a Labour party; none with a
majority. And what has occurred
with regard to the Federal Parliament
has practically occurred in the local
Parliament. We have a, Lower House
returned with 19 members support-
ing one party, 22 another, and 7 or
8 or 10 or 11 Independents. If you
have one House elected on this univer-
sal suffrage with triennial Parliaments,
what kind of legislation are you going
to get when you try to get a party
together to carry on the government of
the country, when the bulk of that
legislation will be carried through by one
party lending its aid to the more
numerous of the other two parties in the
House ? It is absolutely essential for
the 'well-being of this country that this
Legislative Council should be preserved
in all its strength at the present time to
resist the attempts that will be made.
Hasty legislation would be bound to be
enacted under the circumstances which
exist now, and which I regret to say will
continue to exist in the country while
we find the bulk of the electors so
absolutely indifferent as to what is
taking place. To make the 'Upper
Chamber, as undoubtedly you would
make it by household suffrage, prac-

tically a duplicate of the other House,
would be to make the Upper House the
same disappointment as the Federal
Senate is to-day. I think the Seniate
portion of the Federal machine must be
a disappointment to everyone in Western.
Australia who thinks about the question.
It is a fact that the Federal Senate is
elected upon the same franchise prac-
tically as the other House. The Senate
in the United States is an independent
body of men elected by the various State
Parliaments, whilst the Senate in the
flominionof Canada consists of nomi noes of
the Crown, the membexrs being nominated
for life, and they give a stability with
regard to that Chamber which the Aus-
tralian Senate to-day does not possess.
Whatever the socialist may think,
whether he thinks this is bringing nearer
the goal to which he aims, or that the
country will become a, hotbed Of socialism ,
he is entitled to his opinion; but I think
we want that steady influence in politics
which can only be acquired if we have an
Upper House elected at any rate on
a franchise somewhat different and
with qualifications greater than those
represented by the Lower Rouse. Now,
while making these observations, I
do not want to go back from the position
in politics I have taken up. I h ave
supported, I believe both in this House
and in the other Chamber, every liberal
reform brought about for the benefit of
the people; and I am prepared, if placed
in Parliamnent again, to support every
liberal reform I think is for the benefit
of this country. But there is one thing
in doing that, and absolutely another
thing in allowing the country to be run
riot with by the Labour caucus, We'
know that in another place, in a House of
50 members, Labou r succeeded in getting
22 seats. What is going to occur at the
next election ? There is a sacred duty
imposed on every member of this House.
We have no right to tinker with the
Constitution. I have pointed out pub-
licly, prior to the last elections for the
Legislat~ve Council, that if the feeling of
the country were for the abolition of this
House or the reduction of its franchise,
in two years from that time Labour
could return two-thirds of the members
of this Chamber pledged to 'bring about
its abolition; that if the temper of the
country were in accordance with the
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desires of some of those people of rabid
ideas, the House would in two years be
reformed absolutely out of existence.
Members of this House owe a sacred duty
to their constituents. We have a Con-
stitution granted to us by the Imperial
Parliament on lines, in my opinion, of
freedom and liberality. Perhaps it is
inexpedient for the Upper House to
have men entitled to come to it on
the paltry qualification we have. How-
ever, I say nothing in regard to that,
because we have this £25 qualification.
I am not prepared to decrease it for
this reason. Reduce it to £20, then
will come a demand for £15, and
then a demand for household suffrage:
then comes the last cry, "Why should
the Upper House in Western Austialia,
want any qualification at all, when the
great Upper House of Australia in the
Federal Parliament is returned on a.
manhood suffrage 9" The qualification,
is absolutely bound to go. What after
thatP The members of the Labour party
make no secret of the fact that they want
the abolition of this Chamber, which
would mean a speedy carrying into execu-
tion of all those intangible theories that
will mean ruin to this country. I have
said this on a public platform, and have
been jeered at. The country stands to
be ruined, and instead of working out its
own destiny, as it will be able to do if
capital is allowed to come in and reason-
able efforts are made to allow private
enterprise to carry on its work, the
Labour party will say, " No ;we desire
the Government to do everything here;
we want every work turned out depart-
mentally, and all the intangible theories
in our platform put into execution." I
am not prepared to see that carried out.
I believe the country can do worse than
follow on the lines of the mother country
which has raised itself to its proud
position in the world, not by having
people spoon-fed, but by the fact that
there has been a, great system of liberality
and individual effort interfered with as
little as possible. Great national works
of the country like the railways and the
Coolgardie Water Scheme should he
controlled by the Government; but we
should leave to private enterprise other
works, and give every encouragement
to get capital into the country. What-
ever the Government undertake they

are unable to do as well, by a ver~y
long way, as private enterprise. Now, it
was because I held this opinion that I
took a foremost part in Fremantle in
connection with the formation of the
National League; and although that
National League, as a result of these
elections, has not come out of the ordeal
as well as we anticipated, we must
remember that this political Labour
party has been organising for years, and
is a complete organisation, and that we
started with absolute chaos. It is our-
prising, under the circumstances, with
the franchise of the Lower House, that
in a great Labour electorate like Pro-
mantle we came within twenty-seven.
votes of the Labour candidate. The
work of the National League, althOUgh
not as successful as we desired, is only
commencing at present; and we do not
propose to relax our efforts at all. I am
pleased to see that a great Australian
statesman such as Mr. Deakin recognises
that there are two parties in Australia
which ought to be recognised, and that
they have followed us in Victoria by
starting an organisation of the same
character to fight the same party we have
to fight. The time has gone by for men
to think one thing and to say another.
It is absolutely essential in this country
to take sides on political questions. I
am prepared now, and when the time
comes to face my electors, to sa~y
that I am on the side of the National
League and against the Labour party.
The Labour organisations of this country
are entitled to every consideration, but I
deny their right, by means of their
organisation and caucus, to run the
affairs of the country in op1position to a
very large majority of people wino are
outside, and in defiance, to my mind,
of what is in the besit interests of the
country genersily. Now, -1 uphold the
National League because I think the
duty of any person in the Legislature is
to be a representative and not a delegate.
What a scandal it is in connection with
the institutions of Parliament that in
aniother place there are 22 persons bound
and pledged hand-and-foot to vote for a.
politicalplatform whether they believe in it
or not;i because that is the position. With
our Legislative Council reduced down to
manhood and womanhood suffrage, with
the abolition of this Chamber, and with
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the other House probably later on to be
regulated by these caucuses, and legis-
lation going on the statute-book with the
facility it will get there, what is to become
of this countryO Is that kind of thing
calculated to inspire confidence in Great
Britain?9 Some members who have
recently aspired to and become members of
Parliament think- that this country can
do without being in the good graces of
the financier in London. It is a physical
impossibility for the country to go on
without this. Not only the small State
of Western Australia, but the wide world
has to do its business through that
centre, and we have to inspire every con-
fidence in that centre. I know what I
amn talking about. With the Labour
party in power in this country, with one
Chamber running the affairs of this
country, it would simply wnean and spell
absolute ruin to the community ; and I
sincerely hope that there are members in
this Chamber who are going to be
absolutely true to the position they occupy.
It is a simple matter indeed for us to
miake ourselves popular with the crowd
outside Parliament, to whittle down the
qualifications until nothing is left. It is
no good crying then that we are sorry we
did it, and that we have made & mistake.
I ask members who have expressed their
views on these qualifications to ponder
over the matter and see what it means.
It does not rest at .£20 or £915. There
will be still more agitation for a farther
reduction, and I believe that will go on
until there is absolutely no qualification
left. I have come to the end of what I
have to say. So far as the Speech is
concerned, I can give my adherence to a
large portion of it, leaving out some of
the projected legislation, and certainly
leaving out that reference to the franchise.
While the Government, in which I have
expressed my unaLbated confidence, have
put these words in his Excellency's mouth,
it does not at all follow that 1, stand-
ing as a private member, untram-
melled altogether by the position I
formerly occupied should hesitate at the
first opportunity to express my opinion
forcibly on this question; and I have no
hesitation in saying now that any attempt
that is made by the present or successors
of the. presentf Government to interfere
with the franchise or impair the efficiency
of this Chamber will meet at mny hands

with strong opposition. I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion before
the House.

HoN. E. H. WITTENOOM (North):
I have very few remarks to make in con-
nection with the motion before the House.
Before proceeding to the Speech I should
like to say that my idea in speaking just
now was that we might as well dlose
the debate by adopting the Address-in-
reply. As I said before, it is not much
good discussing a dying lion, and how
much we can say with regard to the view
of the present Government will not have
much eff ect, as in a few days they may
vacate their position for anothr one. In
discussing the Address-in-reply I shall
not be out of place in reading it. [Address
read.] Perhaps, if we were to pass that
without comment, it might be taken that
we were all agreed with the statements in
it, I for one am not altogether agreed
with the statements in it; therefore per-
haps it will be well to place on record
one's particular views. We have heard a
good deal about congratulations in con-
nection with the handsome building in
which we have now to carry on our
deliberations. Unfortunately I am not
prepared to endorse the remarks of the
last speaker. I think the expenditure is
premature and unnecessary; and I am of
opinion that for many years we could
hare carried on the deliberations of Par-
liament in this country in the Houses we
had in their various positions. I am
quite prepared to admit that it is a dis-
tinct advantage that the two Houses of
Parliament should be together, and that
members should have an opportunity of
assembling together and discussing the
various merits of the measures placed
before them; but while I admit that, I
think the expenditure was unnecessary,
and that we could have done our work
for many years in the domiciles in
which we have hitherto carried it on.
I say the mne spent on these Houses
might have bee spent to great advantage
on other objects; and one of th ose objects
which has for a long time been near my
heart is that of an agricuiltural college.
As to that, I admit the Government have
done something; they have started an
experimental farm at Geraldton and
another in the Southern District, and I
am told they are prepared to take so me-
thing like five or six pupils. I do not
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think this anything like adequate pro-
vision for the country's necessities. We
are essentially an agricultural country.
We shal have to depend upon agricul-
ture, horticulture, and similar industries
when our gold is exhausted; therefore it
hehoves us to provide every opportunity
for young people who desire to engage in
such pursuits, so that they may learn
their calling in a proper manner. For
years I have agitated for an agricultural
college where a. practical knowledge of
farming could be obtained; and I am of
opinion that the money wasted on these
Parliament Buildings could have been
devoted with the greatest advantage to
the development of agriculture and the
training of our young people as agricul-
turists. While I was in England, many
moneyed men approached me with the
idea. of sending their sons to Western
Australia to engage in farming or garden-
ing operations; and the first question
they asked was, 1,Is there any institution
where they can learn the elements of
their intended professionF" and I was
reluctantly compelled to answer in the
negative. 'I have often thought and still
think that some such institution should
be started here, in which from 25 to 50
students could learn the elements of
farming, so that they might take up
farms in different parts of the State. Ill
these circumstances, though I think it
was wise to reserve a site for these
buildings, which is, I think, an admirable
site, and though the buildings themselves
are excellent and extremely comfortable,
still I think the expenditure on buildings
absolutely premature, and that the money
could have been devoted with much
greater advantage to other objects. I
should like to refer to one statement
wade by Mr. McKenzie in his able speech
when moving the A-ddress-in-reply.
That was as to the Coolgardie Water
Scheme, when he stated that the price of
water was much higher than the price

originally intended to he charged-Bs.
6d. per thousand gallons. As one of
those who happened to be a member of
the Government when this scheme was
started and prelimninary arrangements
were made, I may point out to the hon.
member' that when the price of 3s. 6d.
was mentioned, it was expected that at'
least five million gallons of water would
be used daily. We know now that five

*million gallons per day are not being used ;
but if a, greater quantity were used pro-
bably the price could be reduced to some-
thing like what the Government expected
at the time. Mr. O'Connor's estimate
was that if five million gallons were con-
sumed every day he could sell water at
8s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons. Last year,
when the Governor's Speech was con-
sidered, I criticised it to some extent
adversely; and two of the exceptions I
took to it were that nothing was said
about immigration, and that no sugges-
tions were made for attracting to and
keeping capital in the country. I am
glad to see that this time the Govern-
ment have taken the advice tendered to
them, and have inserted a paragraph as
to immigration; and I hope like Mr.
Moss, who placed the details so ably
before us, that the Government proposal
will be carried out, and numbers of people
attracted to the State. But this can
never be done without a vote of money
to do it. I am sorry to say there is stilt
an absence of any attraction for capital.
There is nothing to induce the capitalist
to come to the country; nothing to show
that he can have any assistance when he
does come; but many things to prove he
had better stay away. I regret that this
port-ion of my speech of last year has
been overlooked-why, I cannot state. I
wish to endorse Mr. Moss's remarks with
regard to the mining scandals. Beyond
doubt, nothing does more harm to this
country than these unfortunate scandals;
though I am perfectly sure, as Mr. Muss
said, that as a rule the Britisher in
London is responsible for them. I do
not, however, think that Mr. Moss's sug-
gestion could be cardied out-that the
mining directors should be local residents,

Ma. Mass: They have to be in other
countries.

SIR E, H. WIflENOOM: I do not
think it possible here; because it is not
the West Auistralians who find the money
to work our mines, and the men who find
the money naturally reserve to themselves
the right to conduct mining operations
as they think fit.

HoN. M. L. Moss: In the Transvaal
the whole of the directors had to be
residents.

Sif R. H. WITTENOOM: I did not
know that such was the rule in the
Transvaal; but I am perfectly certain
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that any man who invested his money in
that country or anywhere else would
reserve to himself the right to conduct
his own business as he chose.

How. 1W. L. Moss:- Naturally he sends
his representatives.

Sin'FB. H. WITTENOOM:- If business
men choose to find the money for
carrying on a business in this country,
do you think they will he dictated to by
anybody else? And if We:tern Aus-
tralia cannot find the money to work the
mines, hut has to call in outsiders, we
can hardly blame them for spending their
money in their own way. Otherwise,
they will take the alternative course, and
have nothing to do with local mining.

Hom. 1W. L. Moss: No; they will not,
if they have a good thing.

SiRa E. H1. WITTENOOM: There are
not many good things knocking about.
However, if the member who is making
these suggestions has anything to suggest
in the war of legislation that will over-
come these scandals, or if the Govern-
mnent can suggest anything, I shall be
only too glad to support them from every
point of view. One point I think has
been omitted from the Speech;- that is in
reference to my unfortunate constituency
in the North-West. No word is said
about the development of those splendid
mines in that part of the country. We
all know that gold is sticking out there
at allpoints. A great manmyof the shows
are good, but unfortunately cannot be
developed for want of timber and com-
munication. Not one word in the Speech
concerning an important district like
that-a district which might have the
greatest possible influence upon the
financial returns of this country; not one
word as to whether the Government
intend to give us railway communication.
To one other matter I cannot help ref er-
ring, though at the risk of some repetition.
One paragraph in the Speech states that-

The franchise of the electors for the Legis-
lative Council should be broadened, and the
Council brought morn closely into touch with
the householders of the State.
Now I endorse every word that fell from
Mr. M oss in that connection. I am
entirely opposed to the reduction of the
franchise for this Rouse in any way
whatever. Every person, male or femnale,
over the age of 21, who has resided for
six monthis in this State, may have a vote
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for the Legislative Assembly. It does
not matter whether he has any qualifica-
tion or not, whether he has the slightest
interest in Western Australia; whether
he can go away or whether he is
obliged to stay in the State: at any
election, provided he is registered, he or
she has a right to vote. Now I quite
agree that all men and women of proper
age should have votes, and a say as to
the laws under which they have to live; but
having given that much to them, and
having admitted their right to elect mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly, I think
we have given them a good deal. I go a
little farther than that. I say, if it is
good enoug-h that the man without a~ny
interest in the country, who may have
been here for six months working for a.
living, and who is ready to leave the
country at any opportunity, shall have
representation in thetegislative Assembly,
surely it is good enough to give the luau
who* spends his money in the country,
who by his industry and ability manages
to acquire a. little property, some farther
tights than are given to the man with no
interest whatever in the country. I think
everybody must admit that; and the only
way in which such consideration can be
given is through the franchise for the
Legislative Coucil. This House is to
some extent representative of interests as
the Legislative Assembly is of persons;
and we should preserve the franchise of
the Council in its entirety, for the
representation of interests. If, as has
already been aidl, we once admit of
a reduction of the franchise, if we
agree that the qualication hie reduced
from £26, we will say, to £20, we admit
the righteousness of the argument for a
reduction. And then it comes to a
question of comparison ; and as Mr. Moss
pointed out, the qualification will be
reduced from £20 to £16, and will
nltimately be wholly abolished. If we
ever come to that pass, I shall give my
vote for doing away altogether with the
Upper House; because, if we are to have
two classes of electors with the same
qualification, that seems to me to reduce
the matter to a thorough absurdity. I
say that any system which gives to the
idle, the drunken, and the incapable
person the samne political privileges as to
the sober, industrious, and clever, is
rotten to the core; and in these circum-

S
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stances, while we have a franchise which
gives some little advantage to those who
iest their all in the country, who are

spending money for the development of
the country, it wvould be suicidal, not
only in the interests of this House but
in those of some of the best sections of
the community, to have that franchise
reduced. This House is, as we &11 know, a
House of revision. t do not think this
House is for the initiation of legislation;
though I am aware that some members
do not agree with me on that point. Last
year the Colonial Secretary gave us a
good deal of initial legislation, with which
praoctice I am quite at variance. I think
that this Rouse is elected for the revision
of legislation which comes from the direct
representatives of the people; and in
these circumstances I do not think we
should initiate legislation. But if there
be any objection to this House, we know
well that in four years all those who hold
the Council franchise can return enough
members to vote effectively for the
Council's abolition. In these circuni-
stances, we cannot from any point of
view be called exclusive. The only
other remark I have to make is in
connection with one of the last clauses
of the Speech which we all look upon
with deep regret, and that is in relation to
the probable result of the elections in
placing the present Government out of
power. I sit here to a large extent in
Many Ways as representative of capital,
and I cannot say that looking at the
subject from that point of view I can
reall y approve of all the enactments that
have been passed. by the existing Gov-
ernment. Many statutes have been
passed that are not in the best interests
of the country and are absolutely hostile
and inimical to capital. These Acts
cannot be said to have been carried by the
Labour party- I could mention them if
necessary. There are five or six of them.
They cannot, I say, be said to have been
done by the Labour party, because the
Labour party were in a small minority.
That is the only satisfaction I have in
connection with this change, because. I
feel confident, now there is a Labour
party, that if they come into power they
will see the nuwisriom of Acts introduced
'by the late Governmnent. which) have had
the effect of not only stopping capital
from coming into the country but of
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almost driving it out, and therefor,
causing a very large number of unemn
ployed. The Labour party will see that
I am certain th ey will can cel a. good man:
of the statutes so that capital will agaiz
come into the country with freedom an(
confidence, and they will make it attrac
tive for capitalists with a view of find inj
employment for the numerous unem,
ployed who, I underseand, exist ii
several parts of the country. That ii
the only satisfaction I feel in connec
tion with this change, because I knov
there are several of these Acts the1
will repeal, and they will take steps
I amn certain, to make the position s(
satisfactory for capital to be distributec
throughout the State, to find employinen
for their numerous partisans and thosi
who placed them in power, that I expec
to see this obnoxious legislation repealei
at a very early date. I do not thinkI
need take up any more time of the House
T listened with great satisfaction to th4
speech delivered by his Excellency, ant
having urged the objections I entertaii
to that Speech, I have much pleasure ix
endorsing the proposal that has beer
made for the Address-in-reply.

RON. J. NI. DREW (Central) : It il
no easy matter to deal with a Speedt
submitted to the Hlouse in the form o
the present Address. There is so litth
to go upon. Legislation is promised, bui
we have no indication whatever of thE
nature of that legislation. Mlowanci
must be made, however, for the peculiai
circumstances of the case, although I
suppose we are not allowed under tin
forms of this House to investigate thosf
peculiar circumstances. With regard t<
the proposal to broaden the franchise, )
thorougly agree with it. I think thai
the franch ise for the Legis lative Assembj
may very well be liberalised, without an3
danger to the interests of this Chamber
So long as the settled interests of thE
State are represented in this Chambei
we may, I think, have no reason whatevei
to fear the consequences. By the settlei
interests I wean the interests of ever)
person in the community who has showr
sufficient confidence in the country ant
sufficient energy and industry to buildE
home for himself, and has given othe]
evidence that heintends to be permancnt3
resident here. The franchise at thE
present time is very liberal, but thai
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liberality is not intended in any way to
affect the interests in this Chamber. It
is, I think, ten years since tbe Legisla-
tive Council became an elective Chamber,
and during the whole of that period there
has been and there is at the present time
only one member of the Council in favour
of its abolition. I do not say we should
rednce the franchise by a. very large
amount, but I believe that if -we reduce
it to a small extent we should admit
to voting power a large Dumber of
worthy persons who would have suffi-
cient regard for the interests of this
Chamber to do everything to pre-
serve its life and at the same time show
interest in the legislation of the country.
With regard to State hotels, a question
which is mentioned in his Excel-
lency's Speech, I think this is a matter
which should be approached with some
caution. I do not object to experiments,
because I think there is every reason why
there should be experiments in the sphere
of. politics as there is in the sphere of
science. Reform can do no injury, pro-
vided it be reform in the true sense of the
word, and I think there is every meason
why the Government should endeavour
to try the effect of nationalising the
liquor traffi, provided they have State
hotels in those localities where those
hotels do not canflict with private enter-
prise. Int all new localities where hotels
are required the Government might very
well try the experiment, but at the same
time I realise that those hotels are not
going to do the whole of the good in the
community which many of their advo-
cates think. A good dea would depend
upont the managers of these hotels. If
they have honest managers all may go
well. We are told that what may follow
from the extension of this principle is
that good liquor will be supplied, and
that there will be no inducement to ex-
cessive drinking; but if you have a dis-
honest manager there is every reason to
believe the liquor will be adulterated, and
that he will encourage drinking in a
great degree, because by that means he
can increase the emoluments to a certain
extent. I should like to touch- on the
electoral law. I am sorry the Govern-
ment have made no provision for the
amendment of that Act. It was only
passed last year. but the practical work-
ing of it shows, in my opinion, that it is

sadly in need of amendment. With re-
gard to the provision respecting postal
voting, that provision was inserted in the
Bill in response to agitation by, I think,
the more liberal sections of the com-
munity. If the spirit of the Act were
adhered to, there would be no reason to
complain, but from my experience, from
what I have seen, I say the measure
has been abused. in our district,
to my knowledge, scores of per-
sons voted by post who were under
no political necessity of doing so, and
the Act gives them this power. The
Act states that any person who has
reason to believe he will be five miles
from the polling place on polling day
may exercise the franc hise through the
post. That in effect is what the Act
says. Under that provision every person
on the roll for a constituency can exercise
his vote by post. One of the effects of
this section has been to bring into
existence a number of political canvassers
who are not only political canvassers but
who very often are postal officers also.
I know a postal officer in my district who
did not resign his appointment, and he
took a prominent part in the election.
He travelled round with one candidate,
taking votes openly on behalf of that
candidate, and he never took the trouble
to get votes for anybody else. RHe
accompanied the candidate and he wrote
letters to the Press on behalf of him.
On polling day he drove ladies to the
Poll.

THEt COLOIAL SECRETARY: Was he
reported at the time?

foN. J. Xi. DREW: The Minister for
Works is quite aware of the whole of the
circumstances.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: But by
anybody else?

RoN. 3. M. DREW: I should think
the members of the Government could do
all that was necessary. If the Minister
has information, that should be quite
sufficient, and the Minister was in a
proper position to act. The officer to
whom I refer drove round the district on
polling day, and when not engaged in
driving electors to the poll he placed
himself at the polling booth and button-
holed voters on behalf of the particular
candidate lie favored. Whilst this sort
of work is allowed I think there can he
no such thing as puirity of election. The
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Electoral Act seems to be imperfect in
one respect: there is no punishment, so
far as I can see, for voting more than
once at the same election. The Chief
Electoral Officer advertised a warning
from one end of the State to the other
that people would be punished if they
voted in maore than one constituency A
the same election; but to my knowlege
people did so, and they -were perfectly
aware that it was impossible for them
to be punished for so doing. The
Act was read very carefully and legal
opinion obtained, mnd that opinion was
that so long as a person does not vote
more than once in the same constituency
it is impossible to prosecute him. The
Act distinctly states that every person on
the roll has a perfect right to vote. Of
course, supposing there were an election
in Perth, if one voted at two polling
booths in the electorate of Perth he could
be punished, but supposing be were on
the rolls at Perth and Frewantle he could
vote both at Perth and Fremantle, and
there would be no possible hope of pro-
secuting him for the offence, if offence it
were. In the Perth electorate he could
not be asked if he voted in the Fremantle
electorate. I may be -wrong, but that is
the conclusion arrived at.

'Haz. M. L. Moss:t Voting more than
once would render one, liable to a penalty

Of £e50.
HoN. J . MW. DREW: Is the Perth election

the same as the Fremantle election? That
is the point. I notice that the Govern-
mnt intend to bring in an amendment
of the Land Act. That reminds me that
the Government recently declared their
intention to abolish the grazing lease
portion, Part VI., of the Act. This por-
tion of the Act was introduced as far back
as 1883. and for many years, owing to the
fact that the pastoral lessee had a prior
right for all lands applied for, the section
proved practically valueless to the person
whom it was intended to serve, namely
the bona fide selector. Ifa&farmer or any
other person applied for land under this
portion of the Act, the pastoral lessee had
to be notijied, and he had the first oppor-
tunity of taking the land. The position
he took up was generally to say he would
take the land himself, and he would pay
the smallest acceptable portion of the first
year's rent and keep himself perpetually
qualified to ward off ethers. The Gov-

erment have recently taken steps in the
direction to which I refer. Applications
have been made for grazing leases in
various port-ions of the State, and the
Government refuse those applications.
Now it is announced that they intend to
bring in a Bill to do away altogether
with the grazing leases-not exacetly
the grazing leases. I should like to
know where it is possible the Govern-
ment will offer land for selection. Will
this land be offered for selection fromi
pastoral leases ? Nearly all the land in
Western Australia worth selecting is
either taken up by the conditional pur-
chaser or it is freehold, or is held by the
pastoral lessees. Where is the land
available? Only in pastoral leases. Do
the Government propose to grant pastoral
leases to the people who apply for grazin g
leases under the legislation they intend
to introduce? Can they grant a second
pastoral lease over lands already held as
pastoral land P Say a squatter holds
20,000 acres of pastoral lease, and a
farmer comes along and says "I want
5,000 acres of pastoral lease." Will the
Government grant him thatP Can they
do it ? I do not think they can. Docu-
ments have been signed with the squatter,
sand the squatter enters into possession.
There is no possibility, as far as I can
see, that the Government can grant that
land to any other person, and outside
pastoral leases there is no land available,
as far as I know. Therefore, the object
of the Government appears to me to do
an injury to the selector. What the
Government propose to do is, I dare say,
to let land on say a 16-years lease.
Then they can make a fresh valuation,
and if it be shown that the land has
improved in value, that the man who has
hel4 the lease has improved it to some
extent, the rpent will be raised. I contend
that such a, system will be simply to
penalise industry and encourage indolence.
Some time ago it was announced that
the Government intended to withdraw
the reward for the destruction of wild
dogs, but I am led to believe that they
hazve recently' changed their opinion, and
I am glad to hear it. In our district
and in the Murchison district the dingo
is proving a serious menace. to the pro-
sperity of the farmer. I met a pasta ralist
a short time ago, and he informed me
th at in 12 months he had lost a thousand
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sheep through the dingo, and also a large
number of cattle. I hope the Govern-
ment will consider this matter, and
decide not only not to withdraw the
reward, but to increase it to a sub-
stantial1 extent. For this purpose I
think it would he advisable to impose a.
tax on all sheep throughout the State, a
very substantial tax, and supplement this
with a very 'heavy subsidy from the
Treasury. This would enable the reward
to be increased to something like £,2 per
dog. 'Nothing less would be of any avail.
The effect of this would be to bring into
existence a large number of hunters to
deal with the extermination of dingoes.
The same principle which justifies steps
being taken with regard to the rabbit in-
vasion justifies steps being taken for the
extermination of dingoes. Thereis another
matter in connection with the Speech
whih I prefer to leave until a Bill dealing
with the subjectecomes forward. A subject
I should like to refer to is that of adjourn-
nments. Ibopetia-t ifthereisnotlikelyto be
any important business before the Legis-
lative Council, we shall from time to time
adjourn for aday or two. Last year my-
self and others had to come hundreds of
miles for half an hour's business. It is
all very well for people living in the city
of Perth or in Fremiantle, but it is a very
serious matter to members who have to
come and go something like 600 miles.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I think
you dlid very well last session.

Hlow. J. XI DREW : It was not so had
last session as the session before, and I
hope there wil be a still farther improve-
ient. I have much pleasure in support-
ing the Address-in-reply.

On motion by Hos. E. Mr. CLARKE,
debate ajourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6-23 o'clock,

until the next day.

Wednesday, 3rd Au2&st, 1904.
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TniE SPEAKER took the Chair at
3-30 o'clock, P.M.

QUESTION (Posrroicsn).

M a.- MORAN asked the Premier ques-
tion No. I standing in his name on the
Notice Paper.

THE PREMIER requested that the
question be postponed, as he had not
had the question placed before him yet.

Mx. MO RAIN It was rather extra-
ordinary that a, question of which notice
had been given had not been placed
before a Minister before now.

THE SPEAKER: The matter could not
be debated.

THE PREMIER:- Things were a bit con-
gested at present.

SUPPLY-MESSAGE FROMK THE
GOVERNOR.

Message from the Governor received
and read, recommending the appropria-
tion out of Consolidated Revenue and
General Loan Fund of £1,000,000 for
the services of the year ending 30th June,
1905.

THiE TREAS-URER moved that the
House resolve into Committee to con-
sider the Message, and that the Stand-
ing Orders be suspended to allow the
passage of a Supply Bill through a611
stages.

Mn. MORAN (West Perth): The
House and the country would not fail to
take notice of this extraordinary request.
The amount asked for was extraordinary.
and the conditions under which it was
asked for were still. more extraordinary.
He would not oppose the motion ; never-
theless, pending a vote of want of con-
fidence which had not the worst chance
in the world of being carried, we were
now entrusting to the Government a
million of mioney. For three years past
it had been our misfortune to have to
vote large sums of money in a manner
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